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DEMOCRATS PASS RESOLUTIONS ASKING CONGRESS TO REPEAL GOVERNMENT PENSION OFFSET AND WINDFALL ELIMINATION PROVISIONS (HR1795) 

EUREKA  At its monthly meeting on May 8, 2013 the Humboldt County Democratic Central Committee (HCDCC) passed Resolutions urging the Congress to repeal two provisions that reduce earned Social Security benefits for individuals and or their spouses who have had one career in the private sector and a second career in Government or Education.

Congressman Jared Huffman (D-District2) is a co-sponsor of HR1795 that seeks repeal of the Government Pension Offset (GPO) and Windfall Elimination Provision (WEP).

The GPO causes all public workers whose spouses were vested in Social Security to lose an amount equal to two-thirds of their pension.  That amount is deducted from the Social Security survivor’s benefit they expect to receive.  For many widowed retirees, what remains is a very small benefit or none at all.

The WEP affects those who were employed in both private and public service.  This law reduces the percentage of the earnings that was calculated to determine their Social Security benefit.  There is no means test to protect low wage workers.  It can reduce a worker’s Social Security benefit by up to half of his earned and expected amount.

 For more information, check our website at www.humboldtdemocrats.org, on Facebook and Twitter or phone 445-3366.  Full text follows:

Resolution in Support of the Repeal of the Government Pension Offset
Whereas: The Government Pension Offset (GPO) was passed in 1983 and it negatively affects those who were employed in both private service whose deceased spouse paid into Social Security and had a Social Security benefit; and

Whereas: The Government Pension Offset reduces the after retirement of widows and widowers whose spouse is deceased; and

Whereas: The Government Pension Offset was not means tested and affects all retiring public workers whose spouses were vested in Social Security, to lose an amount equal to 2/3 of their pension; and 

Whereas: Some of those affected also lose the funeral death benefit for their spouse and pay more for their Medicare; and

Whereas: The Government Pension Offset increasingly affects widows and widowers whose pensions that are far from large and these retirees include teachers, firefighters, highway patrolmen, nurses, civilian workers in the defense department and many others; and

Whereas: Many affected retirees spouses paid into Social Security for decades yet many these die without ever knowing that their spouse will lose the benefit they’d earned for them; and

Whereas: Over 79% of the affected survivors are women and the majority of women earn less than men in the same job and so have smaller pensions; and

Whereas: Many of these women are driven into poverty due to the meager total survivor benefit they receive, for the rest of their lives they struggle to afford adequate housing, food and health care; and

Whereas: HR1795 has been introduced to repeal this provision:

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Humboldt County Democratic Central Committee urges Congress to pass HR1795 in order that the Government Pension Offset be repealed.

Resolution in Support of the Repeal of the Windfall Elimination Provision
Whereas: The Windfall Elimination Provision affects those retirees who had worked in two jobs, one of which was in public service and the other was in private service which required payment of social security payment by the worker; and

Whereas: The Windfall Elimination Provision has no built in means test to protect low wageworkers and it can reduce a worker’s Social Security benefit by up to half of his earned and expected amount; and

Whereas: Those who retire with very small pensions will receive up to half of their earned Social Security benefits; and

Whereas: Until 1995 there was no requirement for the Social Security Administration to inform them of the Windfall Elimination Provision or its effect on their retirement benefit and many workers have not been told about the effects of these laws until they actually retire; and

Whereas: With each year, more and more retirees have to go to work at whatever part time job they can find and hope they will have the strength and health to do so and have to go on food stamps because of the effects of the Windfall Elimination Provision; and

Whereas: Some retirees lose their homes and may have to move into public housing or live with relatives; and

Whereas: When the Social Security Administration fails to make adjustments to retirees’ benefits and they are subsequently overpaid, retirees are presented with an onerous bill for immediate repayment of benefits received over months or even years; and

Whereas: The Windfall Elimination Provision has created huge holes in the safety net on which Americans have counted; and

Whereas: The Windfall Elimination Provision, which was ill conceived and poorly written, and is damaging to millions; and
Whereas: HR1795 has been introduced to repeal this provision:

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Humboldt Democratic Central Committee urges Congress to pass HR1795 in order that the Windfall Elimination Provision be repealed.
